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PREFACE.

So conservative and narrow we have besn m our study
of Sansknt Kavyas that our choice is limited down to abopt
a dozen princ-pal kavyas and the result 1s that cther kavyas
even of the highest merit are allowed to fads cut of the
picture. Specially towards the nich treasure of Pali end
Prakrit Literature our attitude has been that of a culpahle
apathy. But for the devoted labours of the Western
Savants, the literary gems of Pali and Prakrit should have
been lost to th: world beyond recovery. It 1s high time
that we should turn to this neglected branch of our literature.
I therefore heartily appreciate the efforts of Pt. Mathura
Nath Shastri who first brought out a good edition of the
Gathasaptashati, the great Prakrit anthology of Hala with
a Sanskrit renderng n metrical form of the original Prakmt
verses and a new commentary on the same by himself.

o Now for the benelit of our University and college
Stud=nts he has just taken out a selection of 133 stenzas
from the Gathasaptashat: I am sure that it will fulfil a
very useful purpose and meet a longfelt demand. A word
of apology, however, may not be out of place here to justify
the principal position given to sanskrt rendering of the
gathas which in their original prakrit form appear only in foot
nstes. To anyone who 1s acquamnted with the condition of
our University Studies, the practicability of this arrangement
will atonce, be evident. The study of Pali & Prakric has
no place m our Unversity courses of studies or if 1t has, m
some cases, as an optional subject, it onlv serves a decorative
purpose for the University Calendar. As it is, the mterest
mn Pali and Prakrit hiterature can be created through a Sans-
krit link only and hence the importance of Sanskrit rendering.



. The Agra University Board of studies in Sanskrit has
glready reconmended this selection for the rapid reading
it the B. A. classes, and [ hope it will have a place 1 the
Curriculum of the other Universities as well.

Every stanza i the selection contams some striking
original idea which will captivate the imagination of the
wsader and would make his study of Sanskmt full of
mterest and relish, which, otherwise sometimes, becomes
tiisipid owing to the boring repetition of the same old
hackneyed ideas.

‘Chamatkara’ (AneER ) is the essential merit of the
#@thas collected in the Saptashat;, and more particularly of
#he stanzas included in this selection 1 failto finda switable
English synonym for the Sanskrt word ‘=we#* Synonyms
given in Sanskrit-English Dictionaries such as “Astonishment®
or* Surprise " are misleading, at least when this word is used
# Rhetorics. Enghsh word ‘“Wit’ may be the nearest
spproach to the sense of & which means an aesthetic
Q@ality that charms and captivates the Intellect. We find
some kind of F9R T 10 every stanza of this selection, When
Pandit Mathuranath Shastri asked me to go through his
selection and sent me s Ms, [ happened to glance at the
stanza” which means:— “ Noticng the wife’s face touched
with hand soiled with soot of the Kitchen, the husband
remarked that the face really resembled the moon m that
candition”’ [ wrote to the Pandit that the joy of this one

stanza alone had more than requited for all the labour of
gomg through his Ms.

In conclusion I want only to express my appreciation
of the contribution of Pt. Mathura Nath Shastr towards



_the study of Sanskrit & Prakrit in form of Sanskrit rendering
of the Gathasaptashati and the present selection from the
same, and hope that both of these will fulfil their cbject.

Dharmendra Nath Shastri
Meerut. } Professor, Meerut College
17 Oct. 1935. Convener, Sanskrit Board of

Stodies, Agra University.

* Afgear argmassetatafads g
Tged gmyueala & aaeat ag glaa: o
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TO
The main Edition
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The following pages embody the text of
“Sanskrit Gatha Saptashati” with a new commen-
tary, entitled “Vyangya Sarvankasha” in Sanskrit
by Bhatta Mathura Nath Shastri of Jaipur. Thetext
of the work is a free Sanskrit rendering, in metrical
form of the original Prakrit verses attributed to the
great royal poet Hala or Satvahana of the Andhra
dynasty. Thepresentedition comprises the Prakrit
Gathas of Hala. a literal Sanskrit translation, a free
metrical version in Sanskrit and a new Sanskrit
commentary.

The GathaSaptashati is an anthology in
Maharashtri Prakrit of above 700 erotic verses in
the Arya metre and occupies a unique place, as a
lyrical poem, in the History of Sanskrit Poetry.
The compilation was made by King Hala and con-
tains a number of verses of his own, but the greater
portion of the work represents the labour of other
lyrical poets of the age, the names of some having
been mentioned ( with doubtful accuracy in several
cases ) in subsequent commentaries. Almost all
the verses however are equally sweet, graceful,
fresh, and vivid.



The popularity of the work may be inferred

from the fact of its having been widely commented
upon. So far as our present knowledge goes there
were no less than eighteen commentaries on the
work, some of which were really good and useful.
The present commentary by Pandit Mathura Nath
isanaddition tothisnumber, but a wel-come addit-
ion.'Coming from the pen of a scholar, who is himself
a poet of great eminence, it isnaturally free as much
from the rigidity as from the looseness and slip-shod
character which we have come to associate with
the ordinary commentaries on poetical works in
Sanskrit. Written in an elegant and flowing styel
it has tried to keep in view, when interpreting the
text, the requirements of artistic and asthetical
sense. And it may be hoped that this wiil be
found to be greatly helpful in the appreciation of
the poetical flavour of the original verses.

Government Sansknt ? Sd. GOFI NATH KAVIRAJ, M. 4.
College, BENARES. Principal.
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